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ance. The whole, If not gone is going, and this considera-
tion ought to make us less concerned about the particular
situation (in regard to the public) in which we may be
placed. The only glimmering of hope which I see is from
the Court, when that shall fall into other hands, and the
Court without any invidious consideration of particular char-
acters, is a miserable foundation to build a system of Liberty
and Reform upon."l The next three years of his life were
spent in a tranquil and contented retirement in which Fox
could half forget the miseries of his country amid the congenial
and absorbing consolations of scholarship and literature.
There is something that sums up all the irresistible fascina-
tion of Fox's nature in the picture of that hard and brave
combat against oppression and injustice followed by the
strenuous and contented calm, in which he discusses with
his friends the supremacy of Homer and Virgil, or the
attractions of Euripides and Ovid, or Person's Commentary
on the Hecuba, or asks a friend to interpret some obscurities
in Moschus and Bion, or proposes to Wakefield a plan for
a Greek dictionary suggested to him by the plan of a
French dictionary which he had found mentioned in Con-
dorcet's Life of Voltaire, or defends himself with an aphorism
from Cicero for shooting partridges. There is not a trace
in these transports over Homer, or Cicero, or Chaucer, or
Ariosto, or in his little tournaments over questions of prosody,
and metre, and the rival beauties of favourite poets, of the
chagrin which many a man would have felt in the barren
prospect of political exile that opened up to a statesman
who twenty years earlier had won the proud supremacy
of the House of Commons. In 1800 he left his retreat to
censure the rejection by the Government of Napoleon's over-
tures, an act which few of Pitt's admirers now defend; and
after one of the greatest speeches he ever made in Parliament,
he found himself in a minority of 64 to 265. A few days
later he was back again in his peaceful diversions, speculat-
ing on Person's brilliant emendations, calculating what Ovid
1 Letter to Grey, 1801.    Memorials and Correspondence? vol. iii. p. 341.